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Home Club
Buying to

Spirit of Movement, Spread-

ing Among Clerks of De-

partments, Likely to Lead

to Vast Enterprise Em-

bracing AH Civil Service
Employes Here.

Br RALPH W. BENTON.
Cutting down the hi;h cost of living

through is the simple but
effective program that rapidly is bein
adopted by the thousands of govern-
ment employes In Washington. -

The Interior Department, through the
instrumentality of the Home Club, an
organization composed of employes of
the department, is taking the lead in
numuins it. leadership, thinking jou forlutio --

the movement. But the
.sFriru nas iniaaeo omer nepariments.
I too. and bids fair to develop before long

into a vast enterprise, era- -
' bracing all the civil service emplojes of

the National Capital, and serving them
by cuttin? living expenses almost in
half

The details of the project are being
worked out by the Home Club, and ivhen
olans hae been fully formulated and
the enterprise has been given a thor-
ough test, other goxernment departments

III be urged to take a part in the
money-savin- g scheme. To Secretary of
the Interior Franklin K Lane belongs
the credit for this fair lsion of n
brotherhood of civil service emploe It
was ho who originated the idea of a clul)
composed of empIoes of th Interior De-
partment, forseeing the mutual, benefits, i
that would arise from the facilities for
closer association and better

Hopeq for Civil Service Club.
The Home Club sprang into existence

to fill th gap which Secretary Lane
desired so ardently to span and so phe
nomenal has been Its growth and Its i

success tnat he is hopefully working for
the organization of a civil service club,
composed of emp!oes of all branches of
the Federal government In Washington.

As there are ."iii.2S:i Federal emploes in
the National Capitol, it is safe to predict
that the membership of such a club soon
would mount to between 10.000 and 20,000.
The club would lw the largest in the
world, and its activities would be pro-
portionate With dues of only $1 a month
the club would have an enormous sum
(instantly at Its disposal to put into

effect its elaborate plans. One of the
first steps to be taken after organization
is effected will be to request Congress to
grant permission for the utilization of
-- ome local government reservation for
the erection of a magnificent clubhouse
Th- - structure necessarily would be one
of the largest and finest In the world.

The possibilities of such a club are
normous Secretary Lane believes the

members could devise a plan of
buying similar to the one now in

opeiation at the Home Club that would
enable ciil service employes to cut liv-
ing from 30 to 50 per cent.

A magnificently equipped gymnasium.
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Is Trying Co-operati- ve

Cut High Cost of Living
FRANKLIN K. LANE. Secretary of
the Interior, who helped bring
about the of the
Home Club and who has a vision of
a vast Civil Service club.
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a large swimming pool and a spacious
athletic field would be among first
things provided by club. Later the
organization would select a suitable
camping ground for summer use and
would establish a large game preserse.

More l Possibility.
Before long the club would be in a po-

sition possibly to estubllsh a chain of
stores and

lunchrooms for the use of. its members.
Food and clothing and household prod-
ucts would be puichascd by the carloads
and would be sold to members of
club at actual cost of production plus
the item of transportatlo' . All
would be eliminated.

These possibilities all smack of Utopia
on initial Inspection. But Secretary Lane
is not a dreamer, and he believes that
all these things not only are possibilities,
but are probabilities. He does
not base his veiws on fancy. He builds
upon actual achievements of the
Home Club, which may bo viewed as

proposed Civil Service Club In minia-
ture.

Tin Home Club is attacking the high
cost of living with a vengeance. It has
organized a committee on
and permanent housing. And fourteen
important subcommittees hae been
formed to give consideration to fourteen
distinct of Perhaps
you will say the whole thing smacks of
socialism, perhaps you fancy that this

at
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popularize
management

work of the Interior Department
to the entire civil serv-

ice force would give the socialistic pro-
paganda an enormous impetus Qat the
fountalnhead of the government. It is

The members of the Home
Club are not concerned what people call
their plans. What they know is that
these plans promise to cut down the
high cost of living. Consequently they
hae respect for and faith In those plans,
whether they be called socialistic or
otherwise.

One of the most important of the sub-
committees is that on food supply. It
is a vital work that this subcommittee
has undertaken; for it affects the pock-etboo- k,

and with government employes,
as with every one else, the poeketbook
comes next to the heart. Lindsay G.
Perkins, of the Pension Office, is chair-
man. Tho subcommittee is composed of
nine members, one from each of the
bureaus of the department.

nnjint on Lame Scale.
Tor time this subcommittee, with

the assistance of the of the
Home Club, has been buying food prod-vet- s

on a large scale for distribution
iiineng members of the club. Butter and

skc have been the chief products dealt
:n, although a considerable amount of
uncoil, hams, oranges, grapefruit, and
maple sirup also has been purchased.
The butter and eggs have come prin-
cipally from North Carolina.

The Home Club has purchased a de-

livery wagon, and It has been found
possible to deliver orders to the resi-
dences of members. During the winter
months about 1.700 dozen of eggs and
1,000 pounds of butter were sold each
week. Members of the club were saved
about 12 cents a dozen on eggs and 12

cents on a pound of butter. The saving Is
not so marked during the summer months
when prices are considerably lower.

The subcommittee has sent to each
member of the club a long printed list
of household necessities, with the re-
quest that the persons receiving them
fill in the names of the brands desired
and the quantities required for a
month. These lists now are being re-
turned to the subcommittee. When all
have been received the result- - will be
tabulated. The subcommittee then will
know exactly the amount of products
consumed by members each month.
This information will form the basis
for securing bids and estimates from

and manufacturers.
Proposes to Let HIiW.

Bequests for estimates already have
been sent out by the subcommittee to
packers In all sections of the United
States, from Delaware to Re-
plies have been received by the scores.
The subcommittee now is in communl- -
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VARIETIES

PURCHASE

HOME CLUB, members of which are using the buying plan,

Insert is G. K. Weston, business manager of the club, who is taking an
active part in the project.
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cation with packers and manufactur-
ers who are in a position to furnish
enough to feed all Washington and to
feed the city much cheaper than it now
is being- fed. The club proposes letting
bids Just the same as a hotel or a rail-
road does, and the saving will be con-

siderable.
Persons connected with many sources

of food supply have been requested to
furnish samples of
goods for use in a permanent exhibit
to he established et the Home Club.
This exhibit will .iow specimens of all
the various articles of food From time
to time the club will hold housekeepers"
banquets, the women members lending
help In preparing the exhibited food
for purposes of eating. Seated at the
banquet table the members then will
give the samples a practical test as
to their food value.

'Our plans will not necessarily effect
a revolution In economic conditions,"

Mr Perkins jestcrday, "but they
will pave the way for a very decided
saving in cost to members in their
households. The principal object will
be to link the farm directly with the
household. This will enable members
of the club to purchase food products
at wholesale raes plus the cost of de-
livery. When the other departments

expert in this line, and as the

ARTICLES.

ggggggggn gA

MuTrlV vi i ' U I lv gggggr

i rt " "' gggH

This M and C Mas-

sage Cream Is a pure
food for the skin, as
rubbed in the pores
dally it proves a splen-

did nourish- - 50c
ment-Pric- e

Brilllantlne
Into the

produce a
and

tend-
ency of lus-
ter JSsr

908 14th Street N.W.

A"h$rd?W'

y9KKKM

see what is being: done by the Home
Club they will be eager to adopt the
same plans."

trrnnulnE vrlth Knrmern.
As soon as the subcommittee has

finished tabulating the quantities of
household necessities required by
members the number of food products
dealt in will be materially broadened.
Before long it will be possible to get
practically any article of food through
the agency. Arranse-ment- s

now are being made with farm-
ers near Washington to furnish veg-
etables, fruits and berries at very
low rates. There Is the prospect of
members of the club soon having veg-
etables delivered to them the same
day they are gathered. Fruit and
vegetables will be delivered to house-
holds with the dew upon them. Such
Is the prospect for the not distant
future. Mr Perkins feels sure that
this feature will prove particularly
attractive For the products not only
will be cheap, but will be absolutely
fresh.

A Maryland farmer already Is plan,
nine to supply the needs of the Home
Club. He is setting his garden of
many acres into shape. His orchards
will furnish cheap fruit and he ex-
pects to make a specialty of berries.
He will also raise a considerable
quantity of vegetables.

The Maryland Agricultural College
is lending the Home Club Its assist-
ance In preparing for the linking of
the farm with the home. The De-
partment of Agriculture also Is giving
its advice and

Problem of Transportation.
The problem of transportation now

Is receiving the careful attention of
the subcommittee. One delivery au-

tomobile already has been purchased,
but additional ones will be necessary
before long It Is possible that parcel
post may be employed to some extent,
but this has not been definitely

upon. The solution of the
delivery problem will depend largely
upon the of the members
of the club.

The item of expense for transpor-
tation Is the only thing that prevents
the products from being sold at
wholesale prices. The subcommittee
will do all in its power to minimise
this cost of transportation, for if It
mounts too high, the ultimate cost
to the consumer will be almost as
high as at present under the middle-
man system.

The present purchasing power of the
members or the Home Club Is between
J10O.CCO and $200,000 per month, according
to a conservative estimate by Mr. Perk-In- s.

The purchasing power of the pro-

posed civil service club would be more
than 11,000.000 a month.

But the food supply problem is but one
of the fourteen phases of
being considered by the Home Club. Dr.
David T. Day, of the Bureau of Mines,
is at the head of a subcommittee per-
fecting plans for the purchase and de-

livery of fuel to members. It is pro-

posed to buy coal by the tralnload, thus
saving consumers a considerable amount
on the ton.

Real Estate- Bnrean Formed.
George P. Tucker, of the Patent Of-

fice. Is chairman of a subcommittee
which has established a house renting
and real estate bureau. The purpose is
to bring together members who have
real estate to sell or rent and members
who wish to buy or rent. Such mem-
bers have been requested to send to the
subcommittee typewritten descriptions of
their property or wants. A complete list
has been compiled and Is accessible to
members of the club. It is hoped that
commissions may thus be saved and that
Interchange of real estate property may
be facilitated.

I. B. Jcffers. of the Geological Survey,
heads a subcommittee on jitney bus serv-
ice. Efforts are being made to get own-
ers of jitneys to cover routes so ar-
ranged as to enable government employes
to go to and from work In the most
convenient manner. Special efforts are
being made to have jitneys run to those
sections of the city not served by the
street railways and yet where many
empolyes live.

The domestic service bureau is the crea-
tion of another Important subcommittee.
headed by Dr. V,'. A. Kinnan of the
Patent Office. A list of servants desir
Inc employment Is being complied. Mem-

bers of the club have been asked to
notify the bureau when they desire do
mestlc help. This service is rendered
free of charge.

O. G. Cowhick, of the Reclamation
Service, Is chairman of the subcommit-
tee on interdepartmental relations and
participation in activities.
This subcommittee hopes to get other
departments to join sooner or later in
the enterprises. It Is the
work of this subcommittee which will
hasten to realisation Secretary Lane's
vision of a civil service club and a co
operative plan embracing all Federal
employes.

Mar Establish Sasasaer Home.
Then there is a subcommittee en sum

mer home and suburban home' sites, of
which Benjamin S. Favorite, of the Geo-
logical Survey, is chairman. This sub-
committee Is considering to advisability
of establishing- - an attractive , ssmmer
heme trhere member might stead a
pleasant summer vacation. Efforts also

formation concerning sites for suburban
homes for members.

George W. Evans, of the Secretary's
Office. Is chairman of a subcommittee on
sick benefit and life insurance. Several
life insurance propositions now are under
consideration.

A "factory to consumer" service Is be-
ing established under the leadership of
Walter B. Fry, Of the Indisn Office. E.
J. Ayers, of the Secretary's Office, is head
of a subcommittee planning for a mer-
cantile store service. A
lunch service may be evolved before long,
due to the efforts of a subcommittee
headed by H. Tomlln, of the Secretary's
Office.

George S. Pope, of the Bureau of
Mines, Is chairman of the subcommittee
looking about for a location for a perma-
nent clubhouse. Mrs. Jennie L. Munrje,
of the Land Office. Is at the head of tie
subcommittee on building, arrangement
and design of the new clubhouse. The
subcommittee on ways and means of
financing Is headed by Mrs. M. H. Wor-
rell, of the Indisn Office.

At the head of the general committee on
and permanent housing is W.

A. Ryan, comptroller of the Reclamation
Service. Walter I. Swanton. of the Rec
lamation Service, is secretary.

Movement Is Progressive.
is a progressive move

ment." said Mr. Swanton. "Farmers have
many successful selling or-
ganizations. Why should not the gov-
ernment employe, with his comparatively
small fixed salary, push this
Idea not only for a buying organization,
but in other lines of activity as well. In
a city with a population of 350,000, where
one In ten Is a government employe, and
every other family has a member work
ing for Uncle Sam, why should not co-

operation In its biggest and broadest
sense be made a success? Already there
are plans In operation In
several of the government bureaus, and
the Home Club is conducting a success-
ful buying organization which yields
each month a considerable profit for the
club and Its members."

'The Idea Is promoting so
cial amenities and Is fostering genuine
American democracy." declared Mr. Per-
kins one of the most ardent advocates
of the propaganda. "It is
breaking down the lines of social de-

marcation. It is making brothers and
sisters of the otherwise rather clannish
chil service employes. It is breaking
down cliques, making employes better
acquainted, increasing efficiency and de
creasing the cost of living.

To Offset Small Salaries. -

The buying scheme has
ben devised to serve as a Dalllative
for the comparatively small salaries
now being paid. The agitation for the)
payment of better salaries to Uncle I

Sam s employes so far has had but lit-
tle effect upon Congress, and members
of the Home Club philosophically have
reached the conclusion that if it is im-
possible to secure increased pay the
next best thing is the formulation of
a plan to decrease living expenses.

"It Is far from the desire of the food
supply subcommittee," said Mrs. Per-
kins, "to disturb the local retail mar-
ket or to eliminate the middleman en-
tirely. We realize that the problem of
distribution is a serious one. and that
the middleman Is Indispensable as a
purveyor of food to many people. We
are concerned only about supplying
the members of our own club with
certain leading lines of food articles.
They will have to depend upon the lo-

cal markets for many things of house-
hold use. even after our buying system
is fully established.

"But there are certain articles which
are often plentiful elsewhere, with the
market even overstocked and the prices
very low, while the prices In Washing-
ton may remain as usual. Then It will
be desirable for our members to take
advantage of the situation and have
the cheap food supplies sent them
through the system. For
example, peaches, apples and other
fruits are sometimes so plentiful and
cheap in near-b- y States that they go
to waste for want of a paying market,
while our members continue to pay
the local prices charged, which do not
always fall to the outside level.

Can Order by Car Load.
"Last winter, potatoes could be had

In New York for 25 cents a bushel, and
this year they probably will be cheaper
still. Home Club members can order
such things by the car-loa- d for distri
bution in small quantities best suited
to the use of individual members and
thus sae money. Having been incor
porated under the laws of Congress, the
Home Club Is a corporation.
and. In point of seeking supplies. Is on
the same rooting as tna raiiroaas ana
big hotels which buy In large quantities
for their own use. In time It Is expected
the club will ask bids from packers and
other producers for supplies, and re
ceive the same consideration in point of
wholesale rates as any other corporation.

"If. instead of 1.S00 members, we bad
every department represented and a
membership of 10.000 to 30.000 it would
broaden our purchasing power and give
still greater advantages to eery mem-
ber. Even In that event, however, the
local retailers would have a big army
of consumers to feed, outside of our
membership.

It would be much easier to establish
this buying system and se
cure direct delivery from producer to
consumer ('from killer to kitchen, from
packer to pan.' as one member expresses
It), if the ladies didn't insist on seeing
the cut they order before they pay for
It. They are right, in the main, but
it is hoped to build up such a system
cf direct delivery of perfectly reliable
articles of food that the reigning goddess
of the household herself win trust tne
packer or shipper to do the right thing;
and woe unto the purveyor who palms
oft inferior stuff! If the pig must be
bought in a poke, that big must be tne
best in the pen. When Business Man-
ager Weston perfects the delivery sys-

tem, which he has so admirably begun.
I believe the householders of the club will
be glad to give him all tne orders tney
can."

The caekwar of Barod. whose son re
cently graduated from Harvard, has two
solid gold guns and two silver ones The
gold guns weigh 400 pounds each. When
the gaekwar went to meet tne trnnce oi
Wales he took the gold guns with him to
salute the English prince.

AMUSEMENTS.
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COUNTESS MILKS COW

FOR WOUNDED SOLDIERS

Titled Lady Offered Her Service
Through "Personal" Column in

London Times.
London, July 10. One of the strange)

outcomes of the present war is the,
"Agony" or "Personal" column of tho
Times.

A host of new ads have crept Into the
columns of the "Thunderer," as the Lon-
don Tiroes Is familiarly called. These In-

clude passionate demands for the where-
abouts of missing officers. Innumerable
requests for the loan of automobiles,
cycles, field glasses and, occasionally, a
roll of bank notes without the smallest
prospect of security or the least likeli-
hood of return.

Perhaps the crowning ad of thia
new brigade of Insertions was the re-

quest for the loan of "a co.v in milk"
to supply fresh milk to a tonvalesc-'n- t

hospital in France. The reply was In-

stantaneous. A remarkably fine cow
arrived well In milk. Wounded English
and French soldiers were benefited to
a surprising extent. But no sooner had
the cow arrived than suggestions of all
sorts followed in quick sucesslon.

A lady of title a countess offered to
act as, milkmaid without remuneration.
Alt the latest things In pails, churns and
stools were offered at ery much re-

duced prices and a farmer proposed
to knock $25 off his standard price for
any animal selected from his stock. But
the best of all was a money Under who
offered a "special war rebate" off a loan
to cover the cost of a first-cla- cow.

"Hands Up" in August.
The Messrs. Shubert announce that re-

hearsals of the elaborate musical pro-

duction. "Hands Up." scheduled for early
presentation at the Forty-fourt- h Street
Theater. luoe begun again Lew Fleld3
will not be In the new erslon

The role originally intended for Mr.
Fields will be played by Ralph Herz. Mr.
Maurice and Florence Walton still re-

main as the featured stars
Irene Franklin, aided by Bert Green,

Is a newcomer, who will also be seen In
the cast.

Bobby North. Duffy and Lawrence, and
Alfred Latell complete the list of princi-
pals.

"The Passing Show of 1915."
Tomorrow evening marks the beginning

of the sixth week of "The Passing Show
of 1915" at the Winter Garden. N. T

The principal players Include John
Charles Thomas. Boyle and Brazil, George
Monroe. John T Murray. Eugene and
Willie Howard. Harry Fisher. Theodore
Kosloff. Ernest Hare. Sam Hearne. Ar-
thur Hill. Alexis Kosloff. Rodion

Frances Demarest. Marilynn
Miller. Daphne Pollard. Mme. Baldlni.
Frances Prltchard. Juliette Lippe. Helen
Eley and others.

Preparing Volume of Dialect.
Louis Mann, who Ig appearing in "The

Bubble" at the Booth Theater, is. to his
friends, as famous for his dialect stories
as he is for his acting. Mr. Mann has
made a study of the various American
dialects and also Is able to imitate the.
jargon of any hj phenated American. At
present in his oft hours he Is preparing
a volume which shall .contain the best
dialect stories he has accumulated In his
many years of travel, both as an actor
and a private individual.

AMUSEMENTS.

FREE
SOLDIERS' HOME MILITARY

BAND
Series of Special Concert

TODAY
3l30, SiSO. 7i30. OtSO.

At WsuhlngtOB's Pleasure Flare,

GLEN
ECHO
PARK

To Which Admission la Free.

FREE OPEN AIR
Moving Pictures

At 8iSO P. M. en the Minute.
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"A Broadway Honeymoon" Star.
THE OXLY E31MA

CARUS
IX VE1V SONGS AND DANCES
Aa Klten Last Week at Keith's

New York Palace Theater.
The N. Y. Winter Garden Celebritr

Swan Wood
Petite Premiere Danaense. with
Florence Barns and Jessie Rsmre,
Principal Dancers, and Eight
Pretty Ballerinas from the
Metropolitan Opera Ballet in

"A Ballet Divertissement.'
The Musical Comedy Star.

JOHN E. GRACE
HENSHAWftAVERY

"A Vaudeville Table d'Hotc."
Harry Breen, Marie Parey,
Bradley and Norris. Sanuryoa.
Pipe Organ. Paihe Pictorial.
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